Wednesday, 1/4/06    Kim’s responses to West Chester Friends emails so far

Are you having a good time there?

T. Alice- Yes, I am having a marvelous and relaxing time.  My favorite place is the beach and I can hear the waves crashing on the rocks below this Art and Cultural Center all day and all night.  The BEST parts of this experience are the conversations struck up with all the people who came on the trip (artists, musicians and teachers) and the people who live here. I think you would LOVE it here.

Have you seen any cheetahs?

Ben Herman- No, I haven’t seen any cheetahs. The West coast of Africa is very different from the Savannah in the East.  It is like our California in terms of climate and geography. There are LOTS of geckos here, though, and amazing birds, like the cuckoo.

What animals have you seen?

Jillian – I have seen dogs, cats, parrots, egrets, fish, geckos, small deer, eagles, butterflies, crickets, rats, crabs and goats. I rode a beautiful horse yesterday through a baobab preserve.  Her name was Laloo, which means the leaf of a baobab tree.  You can click here to see our photo album of the animals we have seen.

Do you have electricity where you are staying?

Emma – Good question.  When I was in Kenya we did not have electricity in the village. In DAKAR, the capital, and here at Sobobade we have electricity.  I can use a laptop computer and connect late at night to the Internet. There are lights in the rooms.  People use less electricity than we do at home.  For instance, the woman cleaning the room here is sweeping and mopping instead of using a vacuum cleaner.

Do you get to play any drums there?

Doug – I am learning how to use the talking drum Massamba made for me.  I learned how to play the SABAR from some new Senegalese friends.  I am playing the djembe drums here everyday with anyone who wants to.  I hear drumming going on most of the time.  People don’t listen to music on radios or CD players here nearly as much as we do.  They make their own music all the time…on the beach, on the street, at the corner store.  It is wonderful to feel the vibrations of live music all around me.

Have you made any new friends on the trip?

Sarah – Yes, I have made new friends – both African and American.  Mohammed, Moses, Pape, and Amano from here.  Will, Bob, Zan, Burchie, Siomara, Robbie, Derrick, Irma, Earl, Jeanne, Katie, and Jason from America.  We are learning a LOT from each other.

Have you seen any artwork?

Lauren – I have seen beautiful pots, wonderful weavings, gorgeous batik materials, and lots of intricate wood carvings.  You would love all the crafts and artwork here.  Even the buildings are artistically designed.  There are stone sculptures everywhere and flowers and vines are intertwined around them.  It is the most creatively inspiring place I have ever been.  People love to make their own jewelry, outfits, instruments, bowls, games, and paintings. The women are especially beautiful to me…the way they dress and carry themselves with grace and dignity.  It is a feast of color for the eyes.

What have you bought in Senegal?

T. Michelle – I brought a great deal to give away here, so I am returning with less of the things I brought and  more of what I will remember things by, like a French reading primer that a teacher gave me after I observed his class.  I have lots of photos and shells.

What’s the weather like there?

T. Gerri – The temperature here is around 85 degrees during the day and 65 at night, perfect as far as I am concerned. There is always a breeze.  It is never raining (the rainy season ended in mid December so things are still green but the air is now dry.)  I love wearing flip-flops or no shoes all day long, so I am in heaven.

Have you seen any rainforest there?

Tommy – There is no rainforest here in this part of Senegal, but I have heard that the southern part is much swampier and greener than where I am now. There are rivers and wetlands near here though. The main trees around this region are Acacia and Baobabs. Some of the Baobabs that I saw yesterday had spiky cone shaped things growing on their bark.  I had no desire to touch them!  They reminded me of shark teeth.  The trees themselves are wider than ten of our regular tree trunks put together.  They live for hundreds of years.  I climbed on one yesterday that had fallen over a long time ago and then continued growing up again. It was a dream come true for me just to touch one.  

How is it going?

Noah – How is it going? The trip is going very well.  It feels like I am living in a dream.

Can you go swimming there?

Andrew – You always ask GREAT questions. Yes, I have been in the water. Every day that I have been here I have put on my bathing suit and taken a swim in the ocean.  It is the same Atlantic Ocean that we can swim in when we go to New Jersey, Virginia, Maine or Florida.  We’re just on the other side of the ocean.  It is salty and a little cold. The waves are gently rolling in.  It is not good for surfing, but it is excellent for a refreshing dip.  I love to float out there and watch the fishermen paddling their canoe-like boats back and forth.

Are you having fun?

Natalie – Yes, Natalie, I am having a LOT of fun.  It is impossible not to.  People around me are creating art and music or are here on vacation.  There is a lot to do and learn, but I am thoroughly enjoying myself, especially having fun with the children here.

What do you do every day?

James- I have been able to PLAY music, dance, swim in the waves, ride horses through a baobab nature preserve, tease and laugh with my new and old friends, sing at night on the beach and look up at the stars every night and be amazed at how many stars I can see.  I was trying to read a book in French today and giggled so much I had to stop.  My African friends were laughing at how bad I was at pronouncing the words. It was fun to try, though.

How’s everything going?

Max – Everything is really going great. I am SO happy to be here and be experiencing all this.  I hope we can have fun together learning about Africa when I get home.

Sarthak – I am having a great time.

What animals have you seen?

Josh – I have seen lots of geckos on the walls, African fish eagles, cuckoo birds, cats, dogs, horses and donkeys pulling carts in the street, butterflies, crickets, and small deer. 

Have you met new friends and are there any grocery stores there?  Have you seen any elephants?

Isabel – I have many new friends that I will bring back home with me in photos and with addresses, so we can write them.  There are corner shops that sell some items, but not big grocery stores like we have in Pennsylvania.  People get most of their food from the open markets.  I have seen some very pretty orange, black, and white butterflies, but no elephants.

Are there any lions in Senegal?

Nick – I heard that there are lions around here, but I haven’t seen any.  I hope I don’t run into any at night when they are hunting.

Mary – I have many new friends. I’ll show you their pictures.

What are the favorite things you have seen in Senegal?

Cara – I have seen some beautiful gardens and trees, artwork, round houses, colorful outfits, hibiscus flowers, fancy shoes, mosques, Koranic writing and children everywhere!  It is hard to describe how much there is to see. Pure delight.

What’s the coolest thing you’ve done so far?

Val – I did something very cool the other day. I spent the day with a young girl, asking her how she spends her time, and taking pictures and notes for a book I will write called A DAY IN THE LIFE OF JAMA OF GUINAUW RAIL.  I’ll show it to you when I am done with it.  I will send her a copy in French, because that is the language that she speaks.  I have also loved playing with Tony and Burchie’s baby named Siomara. She is 16 months old.

I went to a school in a nearby village to watch how they teach and I played with the kids there. They taught me how to count to ten in French.

Have you seen any instruments yet?

Isa – I have seen many instruments!  A beautiful kora which is like a harp, sabar and djembe drums, guitars, flutes, rattles, tama drums, and a Hodu, which is like a banjo.  Thank you for asking, because this has been my favorite part of the trip!

What are your favorite foods there?  What are Tony’s?  
What are Massamba’s?

T. Annmarie – I heard there was an earlier message from you.  Was it about food?  My favorite has been the traditional fish dish with rice.  Massamba’s favorite food is ground meat with frites (French fries) and Tony’s is everything he is served.

To anyone else at West Chester Friends– I hope you liked seeing our website.  I haven’t seen any other emails, but when I am able to check them, I will respond. Tomorrow we are going to Goree Island, which is where many of the slaves were kept before coming to America on boats.  It will be very interesting. Then we’re going to a market and watching a recording session at Massamba’s before flying home. Thanks to all who have also sent mental messages of love.    T. Kim

