Question:  Are women treated differently than men in Senegal?

Answer:  Judging by my observations, there are a few differences in the way women and men are treated.  Men do more manual labor here at Sobobade, such as landscaping, chopping wood, custodial work, and delivering boxes of goods from the market. I have only seen men driving cars and horse carts. Men are the headwaiters at the tables.  The women do the cooking, the washing, cleaning the rooms, and much of the serving in the restaurant. Both men and women work as business people in the craft, art, and souvenir stalls in the village, along the road and on the beach. Men and women play slightly different roles in the arts here at Sobobade, a cultural arts colony.  Only the Senegalese men play the drums, but both men and women do traditional and contemporary dance and theater performances. Visitors, such as our Senegal-America tour group, are allowed to have both men and women learn and play the drums.  It is always a man’s voice that does the call to prayer several times a day, but both men and women stop to pray and go to the mosque. Massamba told us that a man is always at the front of the prayer group, and that women walk behind their wives.  When we were in Joal-Fadiout, our guide said that the women in Senegal in general work much harder than the men.

Question: Are people treated differently because of the color of their skin?

Answer: I’ve been doing one of my eye paintings with many people’s eyes and so have been keenly aware of skin colors.  It seems that here, in Sobobade at least, there does not seem to be any discrimination based on the lightness or darkness of Senegalese skin colors. There is quite a wide range of skin color, from golden brown to dark mahogany.  Those of us with lighter skin colors are singled out by the locals and treated differently. The business people charge us higher prices since it is traditional for all prices to be negotiated and bargained over before any sale is final and they assume we have more money to spend.  On the other hand, they seem to bend over backwards to make us feel at home and to help us with whatever we may need.  They have been amazingly friendly to us.

